Broads Authority

Broads Local Access Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 9 September 2009
Present

Dr Keith Bacon (Chairman)

	Ms Liz Brooks
	Mr George Saunders

	Mr Robin Buxton
	Mr Gary Simons

	Mr Ray Walpole
	Mr Chris Yardley

	Mr Tony Howes
	Mr Alan Duce

	Mr Nick Larkin
	Mr Peter Medhurst

	Mr Charles Swan
	


In Attendance

Nick Sanderson – Head Countryside Ranger
Adrian Clarke - Broads Project Co-ordinator

Simon Hooton – Director of Conservation and Countryside Management

Lucy Harris – Head of Valley Management
Clare Weller – Communications Manager
Jo Eames – Administrative Officer
Also in Attendance

Ms Sarah Jenkinson – Solicitor
Asa Morrison – Principal Service Manager – Culture, Tourism

and Sport, Waveney District Council
4/1
Apologies for Absence


Apologies for absence were received from Mr Graham Downing, Mrs Hattie Llewelyn-Davies and Ms Cynthia Wake.

Keith Bacon informed members that he had received a letter from Cynthia Wake regarding the Forum’s term of membership.  The Head Countryside Ranger confirmed that currently the Broads Authority automatically renewed the Forum’s memberships.  The Forum agreed that the Authority should contact Ms Wake to ask whether she would like to be re-appointed, together with all of those members who had been appointed for three or more years.  The Forum also agreed to circulate Ms Wake’s letter to members for discussion at the December meeting.
4/2
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 17 June 2009 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

4/3
Points of Information Arising from the Minutes
(1) Minute 3/3 (2): Greater Norwich Development Partnership: 


Whitlingham Bridges and Links (Connect2) Project Update
Ray Walpole tabled a briefing note from the members sub group updating the Forum on the progress of the Whitlingham Bridges and Links (Connect2) Project.  It was noted that Norwich City Council, the lead organisation, was keen to progress the project and was continuing to work with other organisations to source the required match funding.  The project would be discussed at the next Greater Norwich Development Partnership Directors meeting taking place on Wednesday 23 September 2009.  The Forum therefore requested that their view, which was that the project would provide the gateway to the Broads for the Greater Norwich community in the eastern area, be forwarded to the Broads Authority’s Director of Planning and Strategy in advance of this meeting.  
Included in the briefing note was reference to Thorpe Mashes.  The Head Countryside Ranger informed members that the Authority had offered to practically support Thorpe St Andrew Parish Council should they decide to take on the management of the marshes.  
Information regarding the River Wensum Parkway was also included in the briefing note.  Following a short discussion members requested that the Forum’s support for this initiative be conveyed to Norwich City Council’s Landscape Planning and Strategy Manager and that he be invited to the December meeting.
(2) Minute 3/4: Angles Way Update
The Head Countryside Ranger reported that he had recently met with Suffolk County Council’s Countryside Access Development Manager and Norfolk County Council’s Head of Access Development, to progress the production of an A3 map of the Angles Way.  
(3)
Minute 3/6 (1): Access for All
The Head Countryside Ranger reported that he had contacted Norfolk County Council’s Health Walks Project Officer regarding the healthy walks publications.  The next booklet would be concentrating on the Great Yarmouth area.  The Health Walks Project Officer confirmed that following consultation with the Authority’s Countryside Rangers she would attend a future Forum meeting.
(4)
Minute 3/6 (2): Broads Tourism Forum
Tony Howes reported that, although the Broads Tourism Forum was a commercial forum, it did consider access issues, and as a member of both Forums he would inform the Broads Tourism Forum of the Broads Local Access Forum’s views when relevant.
Ray Walpole reported that he had contacted the EDP regarding the possibility of organising a sponsored bike ride for paper boys and girls but had as yet had no response.

(5)
Minute 3/7: England Access Forum: Review of Minutes of Meeting held on 11 March 2009

Keith Bacon proposed that an extra standing item be added to the agenda regarding national and regional Local Access Forum issues.  The Head Countryside Ranger reported that he had invited East of England representatives to the December meeting but had not yet received a response.

(6)
Minute 3/9: Access Paths (Countryside Stewardship)
The Head Countryside Ranger reported that he had invited a representative from Natural England to attend the September meeting.  Although the representative was not available for this meeting they had agreed to attend the December meeting.  
The Forum agreed that a report by Natural England would enable them to discuss their concerns regarding the potential loss of access due to the changing agri-environment schemes.
The Director of Conservation and Countryside Management stated that a report would be taken to the next Broads Authority meeting regarding the possibility of employing a Project Officer to work with farmers and landowners in the Broads area, whose farms were currently in the Environmentally Sensitive Areas schemes (ESAs), to help them access new payments under the Higher Level Stewardships.  Therefore, at this meeting the Forum, through Alan Duce, could raise members’ concerns regarding potential loss of access as well as giving their support to the implementation of the Project Officer post.  
The Forum noted that permissive access was particularly important in eastern region due to the high proportion of arable farm land.
4/4
Overview of Tourism in the Waveney Valley
Waveney District Council’s Principal Service Manager for Culture, Tourism and Sport gave a presentation to the Forum regarding tourism in the Waveney area.  Following his presentation the Principal Service Manager responded to members’ questions, reporting that:
· A project to create guided walks around the Bungay/Beccles area was currently being progressed.
· Negative feedback received from visitors to the Waveney area generally related to the pricing of car parks and the provision, accessibility and cleanliness of toilets.  Car park prices were reduced in tourism areas in light of this information, and standards of toilet facilities were also improved.  However there were also many positives in the research.

· Waveney District Council did not produce an area map denoting footpaths.  However, they did produce specific trail maps and were in the process of producing a cycle route map.

· Waveney District Council worked with public transport companies to recommend people to the area using rail and bus routes to access visitor attractions.  They were also involved in policy making and encouraged businesses to provide information regarding public transport to customers.
The Principal Service Manager also stated that the Action Plan for Specific Access Improvements, item 12 on the agenda, would enable him to further promote the Broads to people visiting the Waveney area. 

4/5
Excess Access?


The Forum considered a report by the Broads Local Access Forum member representing parish councils, which sought members’ support to raise the profile of public access to the Broads countryside.


With reference to point 2.3 the Forum noted that all Broads were privately owned, although some areas of water did have public rights over them.  The only way to access these Broads was with the landowners consent.

Following a short discussion Robin Buxton highlighted the importance of involving landowners at the beginning of any project.

The Forum suggested that the Authority requests that specific provision be included in the ESAs to compensate landowners who provide access over land to water.

In relation to the proposal to visit as many private Broads as possible, the Forum suggested that appropriate site visits be arranged and that members take opportunities to inform themselves.
The Director of Conservation and Countryside Management reminded the Forum that land around the Broads could be dangerous, access could be costly and agri-environment schemes were not always appropriate because of the types of land located within the Broads.  The Authority was currently reviewing the Broads Plan, providing the Forum with an opportunity to lobby at Broads Authority committees, through Alan Duce, where the Annual Report was to be discussed.  This would ensure that access issues were included in the report, and that these comments would inform the Broads Plan.
RESOLVED

(i)
that the report be noted; and
(ii)
that appropriate site visits be arranged.
4/6
Coastal Change Consultation
The Forum considered a consultation document issued recently by the Department for Environment and Rural Affairs (Defra) concerning proposals to improve access to the English coast.
The Forum agreed that as the proposals only affected the short section of coast located within the Broads Authority’s executive area it was not necessary to complete the response document.  Instead, they would write to Defra to request that they include a formal mechanism within the policy to re-instate rights of way on a rolling basis lost through flooding or erosion.

4/7
Forestry Commission Consultation
The Forum considered a consultation document issued recently by the Forestry Commission concerning the long-term role of the Forestry Commission public forest estate in England.
The Forum agreed that as the consultation did not specifically affect access within the Broads Authority executive area it was not necessary to complete the response document.  Instead, they would write to the Forestry Commission to inform them that members felt that Forestry Commission land should be kept in the public domain to ensure the continuation of public access. 
4/8
The Impact of Transport Schemes on Rights of Way: A Request for 
Information From Natural England

The Head Countryside Ranger reported that Natural England was currently in the process of producing a suite of policies and accompanying guidance information and had requested members’ assistance in providing examples of road schemes that had impacted on rights of way.
The following examples of rights of way that would benefit from highway improvements were identified for inclusion in the Forum’s response to Natural England’s request:

· A47 (Acle Straight), as it is crossed at three points by rights of way.
· Footbridge crossing A12 in Southtown (Great Yarmouth), as it is difficult for people with restricted mobility to negotiate.

· Postwick Hub (A47), as it would provide opportunities to improve the existing designated cycle routes.
4/9
Broads Forum Update

Keith Bacon reported that the items discussed at Broads Forum on 16 July included the Broads Plan review, which the Forum would need to respond to as soon as it had been circulated, and flooding in the Broads, which considered the feasibility of a barrier in the Great Yarmouth area.  It was suggested that the Forum could support this suggestion in relation to the flooding of footpaths in the Broads.
4/10
Annual Report of the Local Access Forum and Introductory Leaflet

The Forum considered the draft Annual Report which would be presented to the Broads Authority at its meeting in November.  The report set out the key matters considered by the Broads Local Access Forum during the last year relating to the development and improvement of public access to land and water for open-air recreation and enjoyment.  The report also contained other information suggested in the Government’s recent guidance.  Members also considered a draft introductory leaflet on the Broads Local Access Forum.

The Head Countryside Ranger reported that the Annual Report would be primarily a web based document but could be printed if it were proven not to be expensive to achieve.

Members endorsed the suggested vision and agreed to submit any outstanding biographies to the Forum’s secretary.
The Head Countryside Ranger hoped that the leaflet would be uploaded onto the Authority’s website, sent to the parish councils within the Broads Authority executive area and included in the new members’ information packs.  It would also be available for anyone interested in knowing more about the Forum.
It was noted that the Forum’s web page, located on the Authority’s website, was not up-to-date and difficult to access.

The Forum discussed the possibility of a Broads Local Access Forum newsletter.  The Communications Manager reported that research into the feasibility of producing an Authority newsletter was being undertaken as part of the current Communication Strategy review.  It was therefore suggested that the newsletter could feature articles relating to access.

RESOLVED

(i)
to approve the draft Annual Report for submission to the Authority; and
(ii)
to approve the draft introductory leaflet for publication.

4/11
Broadland Flood Alleviation Project: Update on Access Enhancements
The Broads Projects Co-ordinator updated the Forum on the main enhancement schemes linked to the Broadland Flood Alleviation Project that were currently being worked on by Broads Authority and BESL officers.  

The majority of the funding for Cantley Parish Staithe (Compartment 13) had been sourced and planning permission had been granted.
Public consultations were currently being undertaken for Geldeston Marshes (Compartment 25a Phase 2) and Gillingham Marshes (Compartment 25).

Negotiations with the landowners regarding the installation of the easy access path at Carlton Marshes were progressing well and it was hoped that work on the path would be completed by the end of the year.

The Forum’s views were sought on the Authority’s proposal to trial recycled plastic in a number of specified sites in the Broads.  Members commented that the plastic had a tendency to sag after a number of years in situ and therefore required a great deal of support.  The Broads Projects Co-ordinator stated that products had improved over recent years but still required more support than alternatives materials. 
4/12
The Broads Rights of Way and Access Improvement Plan Update 2009

The Head Countryside Ranger updated the Forum on the progress of the implementation of the Broads Rights of Way and Access Improvement Plan.
RESOLVED

(i) that the report be noted.
4/13
Any Other Business

Ray Walpole informed the Forum of the Government’s new £1 billion “Future Jobs Fund”, which aimed to create 150,000 jobs, primarily for people aged between eighteen and twenty four who had been out of work for approximately one year.  The £1 billion needed to be spent between October 2009 and March 2011 and the Government was keen to work with local authorities, social enterprises and charities to achieve this.

Mr Walpole suggested a number of projects that could be supported by such a scheme:
· RoWIP projects such as the Harnsers Way.

· A Broads wide survey to map bridleways and their condition.  
· Development of Fairhaven Garden Trust as a walking and cycling hub for land based activities, by creating a cycle track for child learners, assisting the over 50s to regain their confidence and assisting South Walsham Parish Council to construct a BMX/skateboard track on the adjoining parish playing field.
The Director of Conservation and Countryside Management thanked Mr Walpole for his report and confirmed that the Authority would consider his ideas when undertaking future projects.
Ray Walpole raised the importance of community liaison with the Trinity Broads interest groups at the local level.
Ray Walpole expressed his enthusiasm for this year’s Broads Discovery Day and wondered whether such an event could be run on an annual basis.  The Head Countryside Ranger confirmed that the Authority was currently reviewing the way they interact with schools and would keep members updated of progress.
4/14
Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled to take place on 
Wednesday 9 December 2009 at 2.00 p.m. at Dragonfly House, 2 Gilders 
Way, Norwich
The meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.
Chairman
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